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rrOur ancestors are veqf good kind-

of folks but they are thre last

people  I  shoulC choose to  have

a visi t ing acquaintance with"

R. B. SI]ER.IDAT{

Thre Rival s .
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FOREI^IORD

It was not d.ifficul_t as a ch:.ld. to
realise at an early age that the record.ed.
history of thg fanily stretches back ncanJr
centuries. [here was the portlait of tfrb
Cromwell ian Sir Thomas Sand.ers in the
rogues ga11ery in the hal- l  at home
complete with lat in inscript ion beneath, to
j lst i l  a d.ue sense of my schoolboJ' 's lack
of expertise in that language and of
course t^re U-ved. not far frou the source of
i t  a l l  ,  Char iwood.. I lowever ,  i r  was not
until ny visits to ny u.ncles who livecl near
Wellington that I becane interested. to know
who were the rel-ations beyond. the imned.iate
circle of the f ive brothers ald their sons.
I then became aware that the existing
fanily annals were more than a century out
of date, but even then i t  was : iot rrnt i l  the
rigours of learning the law were nearly
over that any time could be d.evoted_ to up-
d.ating them.

Once having d.ecid.ed_ to u:rd.ertake the
task and. having been presented. with such
exist ing information as there lras, I  soon
became total ly absorbed. in the past to
such an extent, I  confess, that one out-
standing law exam suffered. a setback. Even
knowing that the past had_ been d.ocumented.
in a l- ini ted. way bef ore, I  was anazed by
the d.etai l  that couLd be abstracted_ from
j-nnumerabl-e lead.s and. sou-rces. In all,
the work has taken a l i t t le over two years,
but the niajori ty of the research was com-
pleted in an onset of enthusj-asm in the
first six months of 1969.

Shou]d. r  here start  by just i fy ing the
\,-ery id.ea of a fanily history? It  wi- I l
surely be cri t icised-: i t  is easy to d_erid.e
the farni ly historian for, perhap*<, bol_ster-
ing up the present with good_ connections or
inventing influential aacestors in the Dasb.
or f  or  b ias or  nane-Cropping.
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Churchil l  fanily who says that no

the pages which
cri t i  c j -  sni .  f  hope
the opr-nr-on of

is nore iruthful
ind.iviCuals are the
not argunenis about
h-fe are nore subtle
about thea..

f  ol low answer that
that they wil l  bear out

the historian of the
history

historTr:thar f amily
real  uni ts of  history,
then, fhe facts of

than peop le  's  theor ies

A case coul-d. perhaps be mad_e out for
the insert ion of some d.egree of f ict i t ious
ad-d-ition, but it has remained. ny intention
to present  the fani ly 's  past  as fact .  I
hope the read.ef will find. the interest of
the sub"iect-matter wil_I overcome the
stylistic inperfections with which it is
presenteC. f f ,  as Somerset Haugham has
said., slyte is the art of omissionr-then ny
excuse is .ihat I have tried. to orait nothing.

I am uost grateful for the encourage-
ment a::d. assistarrce contri_buted. by marry
members oi ihe family, and_ for the source
materiais ient oI gJ-ven by the following
peop]e i le late Mrs. M. E. L. Darbyshirel
It. Col. .i. F. Ed.ward.s, I' lr. Eric S-anaersi
my four r:.'..cles and. my father and. I{rs. El_rna
Stonex.

Seconoly I aclcrowled.ge ny d,ebt to two
past ne-bers of the family in part icular
who stari:c the record. which this volume
now continues Ednuad Thomas Sandars and.
my great-g:'and.father Sarnuel Sand.ars.

J . E . S .
Clarend.on Ro&d, \,J.
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