
CH.APTXR VII

JUSTIM.AI{ A}ID THE N'IPEROR OF fiEXICO

John Sa:rdars who was born in ]tTZg bad.
a large fanily from whose sons al_l the
r aOde rn  b ra lCheS  o f  t h i  q  f cm i l v  dasgg1 f l .  He
was also the f irsi "r-tn"?i ir j ' to use the
present spell ing of the nane Sandars. Eis
handwritten notebook, which is sti l l  in the
fqt ] ]y f  s  possession,  conta ins notes of  rna41r
of his cash irnnsactions between lZ4B anb
IT)O ano as an afterthoupht he also added
inio i-t trre nanei-;4";ififrirtJ" or al-l his
chi ldren.  Frorn h is  e ldest  son,  John,  born
on July 9th 17rI, d.escended two'branc[es
both l ivigg in Derbyshire unti l_ recently -
one of which came to an end with the aeatn
of  Joh:r  Sat ter f ie ld Sandars,  Mr.  Bal fourrs
Private Secretary, who died without child-
ren. Fron his second sonn Joseph, descencl
two further branches of the fanily which
have also died out conpletely. The first
consisted on Joseph Sarrdars- of Triverpool,
the ra i lway p ioneer,  and d ied out  on n is
so,nfs death (another  Joseph) in  IBgj ;  the
other branch descended frorn Joseoh of
L iverpoolrs  brother ,  through Thomas Col tet t
Sandars,  the edi tor  of  Just in iarrs  Inst i -
tutes a:rd d.own to his nine chil_dren. Oftt.Justinianft Sal.darsts children none exceDt
Ilorace Sand.ars had issue, anal Horace onl_y
had two daughters; his last chi_ld was
Edmrrnd Sandars the naturalist. whose wid.ow
died in 1969 in Massachusetts rdthout issue.

Rather &ore successful at perpetuating
the name were the descenoarts of Jobn
Saldars ts sirbh and youngest son, Sarnuel_.
Samuel was the first mernber of the family
to go to Gainsborough a.::d frorn him descend
the existing lincolnshire a:ed Surrey bran-
ches of the fanily.

It is stra:rge to note that the Saadars
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famiJ-y was more nurnerous in the uid-
nineteenth century than it i-s now. fhree
dominant figures stood out at that tine in
two different branches of the fa.nily :
Joseph Sandars of l iverpool, to whom a
separate chapter has been devoted", fbomas
Col-lett Sandars, Josephts nephew, a:ed.
George Saldars, son of Sanuel- of Gains-
borough. George and [orn Sandars a:rd their
families thus form the subject of the next
two short chapters. Both were reuarkable
men, the one as a businessman end politrciaa
the other as ar intellectua1, uriter and
tutor of the Governor General of India.

fthomas Collett Sand.ars was born in
LB2J, tbe son of Samuel Sandars and llary
Collett, wb.ose father was a Menber of
Parliament alld businessrnan. Through his
wi fe,  who was sole hei r  to  her  father ,
Sarnuef ir:herited his farnily house, lockers,
at Hene1 Henpstead.. It is not a large
house,  and st i1 l  s tands today,  used as a
dornest ic  sc ience co11ege,  but  was suf f i -c i -
ently convenient and confortable to i::duce
this branch of the fa-nily to leave nerby-
shire for the south arrd. conveni-mt closene-ss
to london.

Samuel Sandars was born in 1ZBZ, and
Led - an agreeable gentlena-rr t s l_ife, taking
an interest in sports and in the6retical
financg but never need.ing to soi_l his hands
wi th the pract ice of  i t .  An athfet ic  nan,
he was a keen shot ald an er;lerienced f1y
fishenman as well as showi-ng narked. skill
at ice-skating; he renained fit and active
to o1d age a:rd enjoyed a relared and
h.rxurious country lif e in nineteenth
century- Er_gland. Before his narriage,
Sanuel had been engaged in business coutec-
ted with agricultural produce in Lincotrn-
shire, but his connection with the Coll_etts
renoved. the necessier for continuing it.
Ebenezer Col tet t ,  h is  father- in- law ias a
successful nerchant, even though a man of
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eccentr ic  opin ions:  h is  tonb was in the

shrubberies at Lockers as he did not recog-
nise the value of consecrated ground.

Sarnuel and Mary had for:r sons and five
daughters. Each of their sons went to
RugSy and fron the school's records a l itt le
is"kirotm of their careers. Edmund, tbeir
second sonr born in 1874t was for some t:.ne

a Civil Servant, later a tutor at Bour::e-
nouth: he published. a volune of velset
ent i t led "BtThe Sear ' ,  in ,_1860- Up91
inspection :-n the Brit ish Huseum in 1970
it 

* 
was discovered that the pages of tbis

volume sti11 remainecl uncut. The next sont
Richard, also at Rugby, was a businessman in
New York for some years; later in l i fe be
becarne ordained to the rninistry in Toronto
diocese and was thereafter curate at St.
Saviours Church, Hoxton. The youl$est-son,
lJil l ian Collett 'saadars was invalided" out
of the arrny, took a:r exhibition i-n Modern
languages and dedicated his d4ys to -the
traistit ion of several works, includ-ing
Rosengartenrs Handbook of Architectural
Styles, fron German. He also wrote a
Gei.uan-priner and books on sy:rtax before
d"ying Lt the early age of -19- Although
nilthing raore is haown of these three sonst
there 

-does 
exist however a very fu11 and

detailed biography of their el-d"est sorl lom,
written by a titetong friend of his r John
Sherer. f lre work was never publishedr but
i ts  pages evoke the atnosphere and.spi r i t
of T-ornis life right through frorn his days
at Rugby to his tine at the Bar arld fater
as ch;i;mar of the Mexica.n Railway. Mr'
Sherer first rnet Tora at Rugby, where he
d.escri-bed hin as a strong boy with intelf i-
gent eyes, rather a long-fage grrd usually
wear ing a ser ious look.  Gradual ly- the two
boys b5cane cfose f r iends and the descr lp-
ti6n of Matthew Arnold's Rugby strikes the
reader now as surprisingly civil ised a:ed
sophist icated -  not-at  a l l  f ike Ton Brownrs
Sclooldays.  Sherer 's  del ight fu l  account
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of Rugby relates how one of tbeir contenpo-
raries at thelr house ttwas a boy namecl
Stanley, afterward.s lord Starl ey and finally
fifth Earl- of nerby. It was no great
conplinent to Rugby having hin as it was
unclerstood he had been renoved fron Eton
for stealing. T:rdeed the boyrs kleptornania
was a d-isease and it is related there when
the Drchess of Kent, in ber o1d age, was at
I(nowsley on a visit, she lost a favourite
set  of  amethysts.

rrlord 
lerby sent at once for a detec-

tive sergeaat fron london who began
enquiries. He waited, on lord Derby in his
study. I'l'/ell- 

o Sergea:et, have you disco-
vered. any clues?n trO:nly one thing is
certain, ny lord.. ft was soneone in the
house . rr trThat is enough, Sergearrt , Jotr
can leave nerr. I:ord Sta:n.le;r was sent for.
ttEdwarcl 

, for Godrs sake and-to prevent a
sca:ndalr sal where are ttre anethysts?tr fhey
were behind. the skirt ing i-n Edward.rs roon.fl

Ton Sandars excelled at Rugby. becarne
Head of School arrd obtained a scholarship
to Bal1 io l .  There he took a bachelor ts
degree with first class honours anci was
soon e lected a fe l l_ow of  Or ie l .  Af ter
Oxford Ton was ca]led to T,incolnrs Inl i l '
1B5l and. after"wards hetd the Professorship
of  const i tu t ional  law a: :d tegal_ h is tory.
As his obituary in The Tines (Aueust 1894)
states,  however,  he is  best  rernernbered for
h is  work as edi tor  of  [he Inst i tu tes of ,
Justinian which has passed through over
twenty editions and is sti1l the leading
authori-ty at the present day.

Apart fron his work as a 1egal editor
and tutor, Ton Sand.ars de.roted a great d.ea1
of  h is  t ine to h is  connect ion-wi th the
Saturdqy Review. Orce again, I1r. Shererrs
excel-l-ent account puts this part of Tonrs
l i fe  in  perspect ive.  " fh i -ngs had cha: :ged.
since I visited Ton as a:e rrnddrgraduate.-He
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was now an olci Bal1io1 rnaL of distinction:
fe11ow, too,  of  0r ie1,  and pointed to as one

;; :li l?:' Hi:$":,'t"n:i:l:u*"3";13' l::+
busy. with his pen in ephernaeral writ ingi
and in the preparation of hj_s Justinian and
siudying railw4y 1aw.

rrThe Saturday Review was then verT.
bril l iant and influential. There were tw6
or three cof i rnns of  ar t ic les on the topics
of the day, but treated with nore frebdon
thFn prevai led at  The Tinesrs of f ice.  whose
leadi -ng ar t icLes belonged rather  to the age
oi  Addison than to the dqys of  conf l ic t  and
conpet i t ion,  which had been upon us s i_nce
the niddle of t l.^ nan+-rrre }t containecl
rihat were r*o*"aI";;;-'i 'uioaii Articr-es'l
which were originally intend.ed to represent
the _ l ighter  aspects of  the o ld essayists .
3ut  Toro,  f rom the f i rs t ,  had a f inger  in
tire _pie and gradually worked. tb.is part
:ound to kindly but pungent satires- on
society and whi-nsical representations of
current fads.

"At this tine we very nuch enjoyed
going together  to the weekly recept ions-  of
Adniral {urly l{urray at the aflany. llhere
was no invitati-on; anlr friend night cone.
The soi ree d j -d not  begin unt i l  10;  

- the 
only

refresbments were brandy and rnineral wateri
a::.c srnoking was of course universaf . But
a l - l  sor ts  of  notor iet ies looked in,  and the
Adrniral hinse]f was a nost anusinE rnan.
Ar these evenings wer net  i " l i l la is-  Err r ton-
rhe sreat traveil-er, Sir Da"ia-B;it ; ;-"s; i
Phi l ip_Egerton,  the foss i l  f isheruanr ar td
General Kineby, and na:r;r oihers.tt

Torn Sandars vlas characteristi-ca1ly
uodest about his contri-butions to the
Sai'ur'd4y Review. His ar.t icles appeared.
ax riJmously, or under pseudonyms, and as he
b:nself used. to sqy, 'rmy friend.s know I
lrri ie i lren. Mry shoulcl I give the public
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Px_ l?Te'
DaI l  ,  "

to be kicked arould l ike a foot-

I'This reticence was certainly not due

to dislike of work or want of enersr'
nuring his fatherfs l i fetime and when he

was first rnarried, he was hard-working a:ed
industrious. IIe deliberately decided to
produce a work which shoul-d sternp hin as- a'stuOent 

of acumen and having fixed' upon the
Institutes of Justinian, never ceased to
wort< steaa:-ly at his srib;ect t i1l the work
was conpleted. That at once becane a
sta:rdard authoritlr.

xBut when his fatherrs death altered
Tonts c i rcunstancest  he was not  begui lec l
into lassitude by arr easy coupetencer -Dlt
thouEht out carefully what woufd suit hin
besti and so (witn the exception of busi-
ness energencies) relaxed into a very
observant 

-and 
enlightened bystand'ert only

occasionally using [is pen in. advocacy 9f
any cause 

-he 
thought deserviag of his

^ , . i - ^ n +puPIrv!  v .

ttOthers, wbo were not nore than his
equals, push6d on to ra:rk and notoriety but
he choie what he considered the better part
. . . the esteen of  those he h i losel f  esteernecl  . r l

Torn Sandars had alw4ys been an able
brain. His father, who was of more of a:a
open-ai r  d isposi t ior i ,  l -ooked up to h is  sonrs
intellect and acadernic provress f rou a?1
early age. Just as Tou rs abil ity was
greatr  so"were b is  in terests wide ranging;
[.e roade severa]- extensive tours in Europet
widening his friendships and enjoying
strange p laces;  h is  law lectureships and
tutorships kept  h in fu l Iy  occupied '  but
even so his reputation brought hirn in con-
tact with the City a:rd va-rious business
ventures.  He went  to Mexico in  the i880rs
to try and effect a convention for ihe
llexican Railway with Enperor Marrinilia:: and
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to obtain authority for a railwqy between
Vera Cruz and Mexico City. The Enperor
convinced. Mr. Sandars that the country was
stabl-e and that there were fine opportuai-
ties for X::glish capitalists. Unforbunately
Maxinilian was shot and. Mexico d.eveloned.
very erratically, much to the distress- of
the Erglish capital-ists. Sald.ars, however,
despite this setback later became chairnan
of the Mexican Railwqy.

During his busy 1ife, Ton Sandars
u"nd.ertook several other pubfic posts. inclu-
ding the connission exaroining 

-the 
&redival

estates in  Erypt .  He was of fered,  but
decl-ined for personal reasons, the opportu-
nity of going to Calcutta as Chief Justice
of the Ergh Court. tr 'or sone tine he was
private tutor of lord. l;rbton, who was fater
Governor General- of India ald Brit ish
.Ambassador in Paris, tr\,rrtheruore, he was
a narr. of widely varied interests. His
biographer points out that now a::d then he
tgok up some sc ience or  in terest  to  occupy
his leisure - he was rnuch interested in
later Life in Bota.rgr and Mr. Sherer
recol-l-ects a weekend- when he and Tom
arranged. to rrgo botaaizing" in the countr5r.
They set off by train fron f,ondon Bridge
and a whi]e later arived. at l/est Hunbl-es.
Fron the station it was only a short jour-
ney to the foot of Box Hil l, where they put
up at the pleasant irrn for their days t
studying natural history.

By this tine Tom was narried. to his
second. wife, ilaria:r llurrqy. Their only
son by this narriage was Edmund, who later
became a well-lcrown writer on natural
history. Perhaps it was due to his
f ather rs interest in ttbotanizingrr that
brought out Edround Is great talent as a
writer a::d i l lustrator on birds beasts and
but ter f l ies.

3y his first wife, Hargaret Ha::mer, Ton



had a large family, four sons arrd three
daughters. Each of his sons l ived abroad
for nost of his 1ife, variously in Spainn
ngrpt, Venezuela and Rounania. Horace
Sandars ouned a fead nine in Jaen, Spain,
a:rd his business interests also took hi-rn
frequently to Rouroania. He becane arr
expert on fberian archaeolory, a:rd pub-
lished several lear:red papers on the sli lcject
through the Society of Antiquaries of which
he was a tr 'elIow. Charl-es l ionel Sandars,
Tornrs second son,  was a barr is ter ,  became
n iudse of the Mixed Courts in 1B8B a:ed
Presid.ent of the Court of Appeal in ngrpt
in 1914. He died. in 1916 in Al-exaadria.
Sti l l  nore puzzling was the career of his
third, son Frederick Eustaee, who was ca1led
to the Bar after ],eavlng Rugby a:rd died at
Car.acas, Venezuela, in 1891 , aged onLy 29.
Tonrs onJ-y daughter, who lived to majority,
Mary Christina, uarried, a clergman, aJrd so
did her daughter and grand.-daughter.

Ton Sandars hinself only lj-ved to the
age of 70, when he died at his fl-at at
Queen Annets Mansions, lJestninster. He hau
long before sold lockers, ald he preferred.
rnost  of  h is  l i fe  to res ide in  the capi ta l .
His fanilXr ap4t fron their preference for
l i fe  abroad (h is  wi fe d ied in  Par is) ,
excelled in l i terary works. Ton and two of
his brothers were writers. as wel-l- as two
of his sons, I lorace and Edmrnd. h his
wi l } ,  proved by Horace.  in  1894,  Thonas
Coflett Sandars appointed. as his executor a
solicitor named Will ian Worship Paine. whose
firn was ]ater to becorne irel-l known as
linklaters & Paines.

An adequate note of his l i fe appears
in the Dictionary of National Biography, and
the following inscription appears on his
brass in  Bal f io l  Chapel_:

rrThonas Collett Sandars Huiusce col1egii
schof  ar i -s  deinde Col_ l_.  Or ie l  Socius
norten obiit Anno Salutis MDCCCXCIV
aetatis suae IJO(n




