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A I,ADY BTOGR.APHER

A litt1e over a century after the
niserable failure of Dr. Nicholas Sa:rdersrs
expediti.on to freland, Irish troubles stilL
daunted the rulers of England. lll:ereas in
1580 Ireland was to be stirred. to revolt by
ernissaries of the Vatican and tne court of
King Plril-ip of Spain, in 1690 (althoug! it
was sti11 the Catholic powet's wiro were
intent on attaching Eagland fron its lrish
backdoor), the initiative had beeone louis
X f V t s .

fhough .Antonin Nornpar d.e Caumont was
born of poor Gascon parents, at an early
age he becane a wily and successful cour-
i : i  e r  n r l  v rh i ' l  e  ve t  in  h i  s  ear ' i  v  :ge : t ieS! q * a J

becane a favourite of King louis Xf'f. His
conquest.s botb of his polit ical rivals antl
his position of favour with the great
heiresses of tr 'rance lcrew no bounds: at
tines he had nore in-fluence with tbe Roi
Soleil hiroself than a:ry na:r at the courb of
Versail les. 3ut such roen rnalce enenies as
fast as they rise to success al'd de Caunont
only appr"oached the throne to fal1 into a
long aro harsh inprisonrnent. He was in
prison for ten yeaxs. But not long after
bis release fron servitude thls lenarkable
adventurer was back in favour ald hadpulled
off his roost rernarkable feats in eontenpo-
rary polit ics. fhe throne of DeglanC was
creaklng under the rrncertain rrrle of Janes
II. In tr 'rance it was jsrowrr the nonarchrs
d4ys were nunbered and his fal-1 would uean
a furthel weakening of tbe Catholi-c cause
and greater power to the perfiCious all ialce
of Ho}larrd and Er'gland. One of de Cau:rontrs
nost audacious acl-ievenents, a:rd one which
reinstated. hin in louisrs fa-rour. was in
effecting the escape fron Degland' of Janes
If rs wife, Mary of i lodenar AJnd. their son
the Prince of tr{ales, who later becane knoun
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to Hlstory as the Old Fretend.er. For his
part in this e>rploit de Car:nont becarne
probably the only nan ever to be invested.
1it! the highest ord.er of chival.ry of
h81e!d, the Order of the Garter, i.:e- the
nost falnous cathed.ral of lbance, Notre lame
de Par ' is .

Later in 1688 Janes II hinself, reroen-
ber ing h is  fatherrs execut ion for ty  years
earlier, sought refuge in tr?ance. The
protestant all iance was a fait acconpli,
so it was in the interest of Fralce t6
reinstate James on the throne of hgla:ad.
louis XfVrs rnotives fe1l from no love of
James, but fron his own a:rxiety to relieve
the pressule of  l / i l l ian 's  Arg l ibh and Drtch
navies on the trbench coasts. De Caunont,
who had now been created D.rc De lauzu:r, was
the ideal- rnan to lead the expeditioii to
hrelp Janes II regain the throie - he haer
better than aayone the vacil lating charac-
ter of the exiled King, a:ed his i ivals at
Court _we-re glad to see'hirn sent oa a rislqr
.arld probably h_o_peless taskrwhich would kee!
hi-n away fron Versail les for rnonths if no-t
years. So in l larch that year l_ouists a.rmed
erped.lt ion of / 'OOO nen under Lauzun l_eft
Brest with supplies aad anns for 4O.CDO raen:
gquipp:ed with everything, that i.s, except a
General-. frauzr:.n I s instructions were ro
proclaiu the-young ki:ece of lJales King if
Janes was ki-l]-ed. Louis dared not [.ave
hinself named king, which rroul-d have anoun-
ted to open annexation.

The total lack of co-operation between
lauzunts arny which la:rded-at Cork a::d the
Jacobites uader James in the north of the
is lnndr  cuhoinat ing in  the d isaster  to
Jamesrs cause at the Battle of the Bo;me
needs no errp la lat ion here:  i t  is  a1l  too
clear ly  debated on the other  s ide of  St .
George rs Cba:rnel today. James fled without
even waiting to see the outcone and he ald
Lauzrrn retr:.rned. to France to ;eers ana
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disgrace.

Very different are these 
'vivid 

facts
of the life of the aud.acious aclventurer -
of whon few in England. would even have
heartl the narne - fron ny inpression as a
child looking at ttre spines of two heavy
dark brown volunes entitled "Lauzun :
Courtier and Adventurer. By }Iary F.
Senda.rsrr. How was it that {ary F. Saadars
Arrnt M4y as she was hfown, being brought up
in the staid Victorian atnosphere of nine-
teenth century Kensington, with its round
of visit ing, society engagenents, "being

seen in the Parkr', anaL its gpeat naterial
comfor ts ,  becnme so in terested in  th is
period, in Fraace and in French literature?
How was she regarded by her contemporaries
and by her ov'rn brothers a.n'd sisters, all of
whon lived with enti-rely different pursuits
axd none of whon seerned, to have reuotely
sinil-ar interests? Her productivity as a
writer was not prodigious, but her works
were cornpiled with scholarly care, a:rd with
var;ring d,egrees of success threw new light
of the subjects she treated. Her Balzac
was hlghly regard.ed in its t ine.

Mary tr'rances Sand.ars was the eldest of
the seven child.ren of Sanuel Sa:rdars, the
bibliophile, and his wife El-izabeth Maria
Russell. Born in l-B6lt, she was brought up
at her fatherrs houses at de Vere Gard"ens
Kensington and Chalfont Grove, near Chaffont
St. Giles. Her three younger brothers and
sisters were c lose to her  1n age.  Her
father, the shy a':ad retiring Sarnuel , passecl
on to his children his great love of the
graphic arts a:ed his fine and rare collec-
tion of na-nuscripts. He was a sensitive
a::d kindly nan, but his health was not
robust and he died suddenly at the age of
fifty-seven when his eldest daugb.ter was
not yet thirty. After her fatherts death
the socla l  responsib i l i t ies of  l {ay,  as
el-dest daughter of the fanily, took up an
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increasing a.nourrt of her tine and j-t is the
nore surprising that she found the tirne a-nd
ener$r to irnrnerse herself in the intrigues
n f  . - ' ^ a  o a r r a r J - a a n i h  a a r * r r r e  l l r a n n l r  r n l  i  l - i  n o ' lv r  L u g  o g v v t f u Y E r l u r r  v u r r u u r J  J r E t l w l r  } J 9 t I U r v d I

scene.  Her nother ,  who l ived to a great
ager_ only d.ying ten years before l{qy, was a
1ad.y to whoro the niceties of a correct ald
ratber  s iy l ised london Society meent  a
great  c leaf .  She was nei ther  ret i r ing,
l-ike her late husband, nor intellectua]
i ike her daughter. But farnily l inks were
very strong and May lived at hone, ancl took
her part in the household managenent and
socia l  1 i fe ,  help ing to look af ter  her  la te
brotherrs two young chi ld . ren,  so lead" ing a
life apart fron her l i terary pursuits. She
was dlsappointed not to be made guardian of
her young nephew and niece, however. Her
brother George was ordained. and undertaking
the tasks of a curacy, and fater of a
parish, in Cheshire. Her two younger
brothers were j-n the A:uy and the law,, and
living respectively at l i tt le Tew and
Cha]font St. Peter. Each of the three
nar ied.  in  the ear ly  19OOf s.  Her s is ters
Dorothy ald A1ys, and Norah until her
roarri-age, l ived with their nother at
Chalfont Grove arrd in london.

I{ary F. Sand.ars rs l i terar5r career,
although at first sight it appears random
in its subjects a::d with no coru:.ecting
l-inks except a preponderance of French
subjects,  d. iv ides i tse l f  in to three per iods
in which i t  is  possib le to see how an
interest  in  one topic  led to a study of  the
next .  The only except ion to th is  is  her
l i fe  of  Chr is t inh nossbt t i - ,  a  conniss ioned
wor'k which unfortunately had very fitt le
success as it was overshadowed by the pub-
l-ication at the sane tine - the centenarXr
of  Chr is t ina Rosset t i rs  b i r th  -  of  a lother
T,ife which received nore crit ical- approval.
Her first and und.oubtedly best ic:oi+n - but
not ,  f  tb ink the nost  ln teresr ing -  b io-
graphy, was that of Honore de Balzac.
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Rrblishecl in 1!O4, it was inspired, and the
authoress was encouraged to set pen to
paper on the topic by that controversial
literar;r figure of the l89Ors and early
19OOrs, Dr. Emil Reich. -Although he was
considered. by sone to be a blatant fraucl,
by others a! undisguised humbug, but by
Irord Acton to be "the universal specialisttt
it is lm.own that he was in fact a notable
expert in his or+n field, Hrmgarian litera-
ture and history. His published works are
undoubtedly universal, but probably not
speciali-st. Reich was born in Ifungary in
1854 and after ed.ucation at the universit ies
of Budapest, Prague atd Vienna anal five
years working as a conpiler of Appletonrs
Tlncyclopaedia in Cincinnati, he arrived. in
England in LB97 and proceeded to pour forth
lectures and publications on philosophy,
evolution, reli-gion, geography and hi-story.
He fectured. to what were described as
learned and popular aud,iences, and in 1906
a sou-rse of lectures to the leading ladies
of London d.elivered at Claridges Hotel
brought hin notoriety and the controversy
on which he thrived..

fuil Reich was, for all this, ar autho-
ritlr on the literature of his native Hungary
The new approach to Balzac which the Sandars
biography opens for the first t ime, for his
l-ife had by this tine becone a wel_l-explored
f ie fd,  having been covered by establ ished
authors such as Theophile Gautier, Taine
and le Breton, is the new enphasis on the
ef fect  on the authorrs work of  h is  l i fe  long
affair with Madane Hanska. Thi-s ladyl
Pol ish by b i r th ,  had a greater  ef fect  on
Balzac,  in  h is  i lopover ished.  pr ivat ions in
France, tharr had been previously explained,
and it was due to Reich that Hay first
became interested in this new approach to
Balzacrs work. This she aclmowled.Eed her-
self in her infornative introducti.oi to the
book. May carried. out nuch of the research
work in France, a:ral also at Brussels, where

I  l h



she worked with the great collector a:rd
authority on Balzac, who stalds in rela_
t ion to Ba1zac as,  s4y,  Mrs.  Gaskel_ l  does
to Charlotte Bronte, Ie Vicornte d.e
Spoerlberch d.e louvenjoul . Frorn the
Viscouat and his erbensive library at
Brussels l{qy received nuch of the hitLerto
unpublished sou-rce naterial usecl in her
Bal-zac. His l ibrary now forns the nucleus
of the Balzac archives at Chantil_1y, and
frorn his Ronan d'.Anour (1895) ana 

- 
other

solrrces came some of the letters and infor_
nation used in the new Blography, which
eventually undoubtedly became her best
kaown work, as well as her first. rrHer
talents were in the direction of a:c.alysis
as wel l  as descr ipt ion:  her  choice-  of
quotations was judicious and exhibited a
more trustworthy sense of the value of her
sources than is conaon in popular biograph_
igs]'r such was the tribute-piia to hei w-ork
at the time of her death b1[he Tines.

, Following on her l- ife of Bal_zac, but
not next in time, was her study of G6orge
S"19, Balzacrs contemporalTr, another tricff
srlbject with na:r;r pitfattl for the uewarf
l iographer. .Llso in the field of Frencir
l- iterature was her l i fe of the Duc--de
Saint-Sinon, which she was engaged on at
the tine of her d.eath in I9j4-, nut which
was never conpleted

Another 1ife, conteuporary with her
intriguing story <it tne DrLe of"lauzun. but
p-ubl ished f  ive years la ter  in  1911,  : - "
Ygyj"  b iography o l  Wi l t iarn of  Orange' i 'w i ie
_"rrrncess a.nd Q$een of England, the I, ife of
Mar;r f lr ' . Historical freatdent of the
reign of VilLian a:rd Mary, succeeil ing on
the fal1 of James II, is noiually concenrra-
I "9 on ^King Wit t ian,  both beLause of  h is
oelng a I 'ore:-gner on the throne of England
ano  becaUSe  O f  h i  c  m i ' t  i  - Fon r

1eaving -ti'" 
-qr""" 

;';"*Tl"'tX3Tt-3#1"ffii;
again May found and iired a s6r:rce which
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had been neglected in previous biographies:
James flrs deteruined atternpts to separate
his daughter fron her husband. This hatl
apparently been common hrowledge in contem-
poraaTr Drtch sources, but was 1arg91y
u::-lcrolm in England. This study took llay
nonths of work at fhe Hague a:rcl at l,Ielbeck
Abbey as well as on visits to new sources
such as the archives of Irord Bathurstt
whose arcestress had been a confidante of
Queen l{ary. Cotlecting the sources for
these biographies and brstories took IIay to
na::y different places in Europe and brouglt
her in contact with numerous d.ifferent
l itera:ry figures of the tines. Due to her
cl-ose friendship with the Rossetti fanily'
whorn she vlsited frequently and came to
know intjmately, she reaped nuch enioyment
fron r,i"riting her life of Christina Rossetbi,
although its reception was a bitter blow to
her. Llhile engaged i-n writ ing itself she
showeil. a streak of physical endurance not
rrnusual in the Sandars - writing for long
per iods at  a s t retch,  sonet imes doi -ng so
but of cloors in the cold.est winter I'reather'
swatbed in rugs from head to foot.

The third and last group of subjects
which Mqy chose consists of two stud.ies
which were histdrically contenpora.ry' 4nal
again two personalit ies who can hardly be
considered popular heroes: Louis XVIII and.
Queen Adelaide. .An exiled tr'rench King who
spent much of his l i fe on the road between
one European capital and another and tbe
r.rnprepossessing wife of the debauched and
d.espised "Sailor Kingt' Vil l ian IV seen to
forn stra::ge subjects for popular biogrryhy.
0n the l-atter May worked closely with ber
brother in law, Colonel R. lJ. Phipps, who
had edited several French bistorical sources
such as the l ife of Uarie Antoinette andthe
l{enoirs of Napoleon, as well as r.rrit ing a
hi-story of the ar.nies of the first French
Republic jointly with his niece Betty
Saadars. She received asslstaace on Qreen
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Adela ideIs l i - fe  f ron Pr ince Radol in ,  (or ,
as the Al-manach de Gotha styles hin, A1fred
Bernard. Jea:r Howard Iteszczyc Graf von
Radolin), whose family owneci consid.erabl-e
archives on this peri-od. and on the Saxe-
l{einingen royal fanily. One aspect of
this stud.y, which was published in 1915,
unfortu:rately fell victin to the hostif i-
t ies of the Great LIar: May had carefully
arranged with the court photographer at
Saxe-Meini-ngen castle to have hin photo-
graph the portraits of Queen Aoelaide and
her parents. But that gentleman was
uafortrrnately too slow and. painslaking over
the task a::d fouad hirnself drafted into the
Kaiserts army before the work was ilone.
Nevertheless the book was publ_ished in
l-avish style, despite the shortages and
pr i .vat ions of  1915.

However May was no detached intellec-
tual living through the Great lJar ignorarrt
of wartirne hard.ship a:rd hu-nger by retreat-
ing into the inteflectual- siinulus of nine-
teenth century French Affairs. She was
act lve in  the pol i t ica l  f ie1d,  as a publ ic
speaker, which was remarkable considering
the status of wonen in polit ics at that
tine. She canpaigned for neasures of food.
economy and. on questions of health a:rd.
education, in eacli of whose causes she
turned_a forthright and uncornprising style
to goocl account. She ad.vocated tire intio-
d.uction of cheap bread. naile frorn rqaize and
other meastLres of commonsense economy in
her speeches, at neetings and in the ti_ne-
honoured platforu of fetters to The Ti_nes.
After the War she becane chairnan of the
South Kensington Conservative arrd Unionist
Associatlon. As a publ_ic speaker May was
straightforward. and persuasive, even though
the d isabi l i t ies of  the d4ys before womenrs
suffrage canaot have aided her. She was
al-so interested. in the well_-being of early
social- work, ald. was on the coniittee oi
Canbridge House Settlenent in Canbervell,
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and she also devoted tine to regular visits
to Chelsea Infirna:ry for nan;r years.

Mary Fraaces Sandars died on Ju:re 2oth
L974, agecl seventy, and the writer of her
Obituary strikes a neat balance in suoniug
up her character and the contribution of
her work in the final words of his tribute
to this renarkable lady biographer: rrthe
1ive1y sense of social- responsibility
inplied by her po1-itical activities and
participation in charitable works was dis-
cernibl-e also in her sritings as a sense
of proporbion, a:ld her work bore the stamp
of that culture which is the fruit of
strenously cultivatecl leisurerr.

-An epilogue to the centuries of the
Saadars, ma4lr of whom have exce11ed, but
quletly, in their particular chosen uil ieu
whil-e keeping awqy from publicity and
shunning the recognition of those outsid.e
their own cirele, might well include those
sade worils. Ton Sarrd.arsrs fear of having
his nane used as a football by the readers
of fhe Saturd.qy Review, his son Edmundrs
devoting his l i fe to explaining the beauty
of  Engl ish wi ld l i fe  to those less fani l iar
with it than hinself, in preference to his
training and na-q1r years work at the Bar,
axd Jack Saldars rs rLnsllnq selice to
Magdalen Co11ege, are but ; few examples
of this strenously cultivated leisure, to
sqy nothing of yearsr serwice by other
nerabers of the fanily as Justi-ces, Sheriffs
and on cornrnittees and Councils.

It is as though rnar4lr of them were in
synpathy with Jack Sarrdars, when, years
after bis withdrawal- fron the hub of pol-i-
t ics, he r.l"rote in his book, Chapters fron
turf History, that rhhen fashion cornpels the
flattery of conspicuous nen and the heaping
YP gf superlatives upon their passringdeed.s,
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i t  is  as wel l  that
their achievernents
which accidentally

they should realise that
nre mere ' lw the events

suroi:nd then. tt


